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1, ith the budget passed, te Constituent Assembly will now turn its attention 
to the drafting of the Conetitution. A minor crisis is already shaping up, 
reflecting a lack of agreement amone the parties. Such questions ag election 
of the president by the Neticnal Assembly or by repular vote, the number of 
Ministries, the conatituticn of the Vinistry of information, and the position 
of Slovakia already are baing fcusht over. 


eo Tae non-Communist parties fee that Communist strength is declining; it may 
ba expected that they will maneuver the larliament if necessary into an Lapase 
thas foreing new elections. In sensral, the Communists and the Secial Lemo~ 
erats are seeking the widest departure from the first. Czech Constitution, while 
tho National Socislist and the Feople's arty want the aew Conatibution to 
pauain close to the cid one. The Slovak Jemocrats remain completely provincial 
and will compromise broadly in order to maintain a unique position for Slovakia. 


3, Sinee it is. expected that popular fault-finding and recrimination will increase 
desing the adventure of the Two Year feonormic Plan, current Communist tecties ere 
intended to remind the other parties of their full resronsibilities in the. 
hovernment of the National Front. fublie opinion, however, identifies the Two 
Year Flan with the Communiet Terty, and its shortcomings will certainly be laid 
at the door of the Vomrunists, Torvler judement is rendered easy by the publica~ 
tion of the economic goals for the first renth of the vear for each industry. 
iven if statistics are being jugrled to give a favoreble impression, they cannot 
hide the mounting malfeasance, graft, and corrurtion in many branches of the 
: nationelized industry, It is, for example, common knowledge that frequently 
retailers, in order to obtein recds directly from factories, ore expected to 
add ten to thirty percent to the rrice as e tribe for the national manager. 
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